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joined. And they are glad that | told them about it and they. . .some of these kids
did so many things wrong that they regret and now they know the good and right.
And | would just like to say thank you for supporting us and | hope you support
us even more throughout the years that are coming, and thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Thank you. Gary, can you help her fill out a form,
please. Next we have--

?:. Kekula.
CHAIR HOKAMA: --Kekula Bray-Crawford.
MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD: Aloha, I'm Kekula. Thank you for coming again to Hana.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Kekula, can you just move it a little up? Then everyone can hear
you, even those behind. Thank you.

MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD: Okay, | can stand up now. I'm here to speak on behalf of a
couple things. My main objective is to ask you for funding for Pa'ani Mai Park.
There is a group of us working on that and the budget that we have is 225,000 to
complete the park. Our build date is in November. We do have other funding, |
guess, sources that we want to try to follow up on but there is an amount that
Keala, who has been holding the project, has come to that she thinks would
be. . .that we’re not going to be able to raise because there’s only certain types
of funds to fund playground development. Hana doesn’t have a playground for
the children and activities out of school is the youth center, and | do support the
youth center. And also. . .and so | just wanted to, | don't know how to articulate
much more, I'm doing fundraising and the project is just getting new and started.
There’s a lot of planning that's been done. It hasn't been mobilized in the
community at a full scale yet, but it is to be. It's an exciting project because what
it's going to do is try to ask as many community members as possible to join us
as crew members at the park to build the playground for the children. So it will
be the community building the playground, and that's something new. And they,
| know that there are a couple more on the island that you’re probably already
aware of. So you know how that process goes. I'd ask, that | was looking at the
budget here, too, and we submitted a grant. I'm working for Kipahulu Ohana as
a cultural coordinator and we submitted a grant to the Housing and Human
Resources Concerns, and I'm not going to talk to you about that grant. But that
grant where we had to, we were advised to cut our program in half, not by the
grant office, but by our Council Office that we had needed because of, | assume
that the reason is that there just isn’t enough funding to go around. So that was
cut in half, but | see that and I'm glad to see that there is an increase of
1,020,000--am | reading this correct?--in Alan’s proposed budget? And so | want
to support that because | think that cultural preservation and restoration-- Is that
40,0007 I'm sorry ‘cause | don’t know, but | think it's 40,000 a year that’s allotted
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to that fund in cultural and human resources for the County. Is that correct? I'd
like to see it increased though if we could. . .and ‘cause | know it's been at that
level for a few years and | know that we need more money in that area and that it
serves the visitor community really well. And I'd like to support all the local
projects that have come up and asked for money.

MR. SALDANA: Three minutes.

MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD: Thank you. And | think Malia alluded to needing an increase
for Hale Hulu Mamo and | support that increase this year from 80,000 to some
more, along with this $1 million increase. Thanks.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Hold on please, Kekula. We have a question from Mr. Kane.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Good evening, Kekula.

MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD: Hi.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you for testifying.

MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD: Mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: What was passed to us is from you?

MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD: No.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: This budget represents, the total budget that you folks are
requesting--

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: For the playground.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: --for the playground, is this yours. . .from you to us?
MS. POLOSKY: No, it's from us.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay.

MS. POLOSKY: The budget is from our committee.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay.

MS. POLOSKY: Okay, that’s the total that we need. If you could give us the total, that
would make our job a lot easier.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Yeah, that's not the question--

-17 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 31, 2004 (Hana)

MS. POLOSKY: Oh, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: --unfortunately. I'm sorry, but the question is, is this the
overall total budget to--

MS. POLOSKY: Yes. Am I--

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. And then you were talking about, then you were
talking about other funding sources. |s that something that you would be able to
provide the Committee in writing, fax, from our Council? | see Keala in the back,
so I'm sure she can assist.

MS. POLOSKY: She’s the boss.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Wonderful. And then we can get that information so we
can understand more detail about this.

MS. POLOSKY: Oh, mahalo.
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Whoa, Auntie, you like two times tonight. Kuulei Haina. | have
Keala Lono, Michelle Polosky, Arnold Lono, and Kawehi Mahuiki. So all of you
here tonight coming forward for the Pa’ani Mai Park.

MS. LONO: Aloha, Council. My name is Keala Lono. Thank you for coming out to
Hana. |[ just wanted to speak for, speak on behalf of the playground. | just
wanted to commend you for all your work this past year. I'm, as a Legislative
Aide to Councilmember Bob Carroll, I've gotten quite a few calls, mostly
concerns and issues in Hana, but also lots of thanks for transportation,
affordable housing, community kitchen, dialysis. The summer fest was hugely
successful, we plan to do it again. And we just wanted to ask for more
continuation in those areas. As far as just funding on the park goes, many of our
Committee Members are present here tonight in the audience as well and we
wanted to say a special thanks to the Upcountry Kalakapua playground for their
sweat. Without them [ don’t know if we would've been this quickly, ready to build
this year. | just want to make a formal announcement that we are going,
planning to go November 2" with our blessing on the 7™ that Sunday weekend.
And so we're just gearing up for that date. We have our plans as you see for the
park and because of all this momentum that's starting up, we have other
community members who, and agencies who’ve actually gotten together and
now are planning for raising funds to start to build a skate park and hopefully a
pavilion soon after or in the interim time. So as we get our volunteers together,
it's getting pretty exciting. We'd also we, we've got lots of letters of support also
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for the playground and as we get ready to build we respectfully ask for any
amount up to our budget amount which, of course, we will be writing grants and
we do have some of those pending right now. We will continue to give you the
information that you need and we’re preparing for the next 20 years to maintain
the playground with the friends of the park committee that were actually ongoing
and that would, you know, extend the life of the park just like they have on Kauai
and Big Island as far as their parks have lasted up to 30 years because of their
effort. Thank you again.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, anyone else that wanted to speak?

MS. POLOSKY: Aloha, I'm Michelle Polosky and I'm also testifying on behalf of the
Pa’ani Mai Park playground. | was fortunate enough to be on Kauai when they
built the, it's the sister playground and Kamalani Playground is the name of it.
And | actually got to participate as a volunteer member, as it will be done here in
Hana, and they. . .we all came together for one week and built the playground
and it actually had a second addition added just recently just because the
community involvement and support has been so wonderful since the first phase
went through about ten years ago. And so here in Hana, it's something that we
can offer to the community, the kids, the kupuna, everyone will enjoy it. If's not
just for the young keiki. And so | ask that you please give as much as possible
to the Pa‘ani Mai Park playground as they need the funding for all of the
community members. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Michelle.

MS. HAINA: Aloha again, Aunty Kuulei Haina. Again, we ask for your support for the
Pa’ani Mai Park. it will be a wonderful program for our children, not only for our
children, but also the people of Hana and we really need the money. So thank
you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.

MR. LONO: Aloha, my name is Arnold Lono and | support the playground project here
in Hana. It will provide us a safe place for our kids to play. And also, | support it
very much.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Arnold.

MS. MAHUIKI: My name is Kawehi and | want to support the Pa ani Mai Playground
because a lot of kids at school they really want a playground to play in ‘cause the
one now isn’t that great as some other playgrounds where | have been and
where other people have been to. So [ just hope you give all you can to it.
Thanks, bye.
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Mahalo. Hold on please, | have a question. | guess, Keala.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: One for Keala. Where's the location gonna be for
this playground?

MS. LONO: It's up at the original Pa'ani Mai location that, the 1 acre parcel right now.
It's in Hana up at the Pa’ani Mai Park, right pass the Fire Station as you enter
Hana on the top road, and the Hana Ranch has been generous enough to lend
Bob, when he was with the ranch members, the board members, to actually
enlarge that parcel to the 3 acre lot in that space which would provide space for
a skate park, pavilion, and the park’s play structure. So that’s the plan.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: So theyre gonna deed the thing to the
organization?

MS. LONO: They would, if Bob could comment on that a little bit. | believe they want to
deed it to the County of Maui.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Okay, thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: You have something to say?

COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: The land over there by Pa‘ani Mai Park, the Pa’ani
Mai Park which cut out a section of a lot and we are in negotiations with the
ranch now and they have indicated that they are going to give us the entire lot
which will make the park a lot larger.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Keoki Kalani.

MR. KALANI: Aloha and good evening and welcome back to Hana. | know it's been a
long day for you and | appreciate you coming out here listening to our community
of all our needs and all of our wishes. I'm the Executive Director of Hana Youth
Center and today was aerobics day as you can see. Anyway, we really truly
appreciate the funding that you have given us. We try our best to make use of
the money in making it stretch. We collaborated with so many agencies. As |
look around, you know, it really has stretched your dollar and I'm appreciative
because it's teaching our children something. It's teaching them that with
working, by working together, they can succeed even more so. We, we're trying
to work real hard with the Hana School as well to support their, what they're
doing. And we do appreciate MEO who picks up our kids from the school twice a
week. If they could, if that could be expanded to five days, that would be really
cool. If not, that's okay, we pick up the slack and we’ve kind of, you know, had
the motto like whatever is given to us, we’ll work with and it shows to our children
that, you know, you just be appreciative for what you have. And that's why we
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are trying hard to collaborate and try to do different things. We work with--I'm
sorry I'm stuttering, I'm not good speaking.

CHAIR HOKAMA: You're doing well.

MR. KALANI: We work with Hale Hulu Mamo and doing, Ohana Makamae in doing
movies in the park. We just completed a major renovation this past summer and
we worked with the Hana School carpentry club, with MEO Youth Bank, with
Hale Hulu Mamo. All these agencies came in and we have a spanking brand
new center that the children are taking pride in because they were a part of it.
We just had to worry and make sure that they didn't hammer more things that
needed and, but it looks spectacular. | don’t know, that's all | can think of but,
you know, thank you very much for everything you’ve done.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Keoki. Next, it's John Labbe. I'm sorry if I'm
mispronouncing your name. Labbe.

MR. LABBE: Labbe. My name is John Labbe, I'm a comparative newcomer in Hana. |
lived here a little over a year ago. My first contact in Hana was with the senior
center and it's been great for me because through the senior center, | had been
able to sort of move into the community, been able to serve on committees, and
also through the senior center | made contacts on the other side. Monday, | go,
I’'m part of the retired seniors volunteer program and | just want to say that the
services that the senior center provides here, | experienced first hand. | came in
as a stranger, now I'm a friend with almost everybody in the community. And it's
just been beautiful for me here, really great. But | don't know if that would’'ve
happened if the senior center wasn't here. Also, | work part time now for Ohana
Makamae, and therefore, | see a lot of the programs and a lot of the things that
they are doing and what they are trying to do. And | know that within the past
year we have been curtailed somewhat and some of the things that we would
have like to have done, particularly with what we call substance abuse
counseling, we've, if we had the funds, we would have another counselor. But
all | can say is thanks for funding the senior center, thanks for the funding that
you give to Ohana Makamae. Keep it up, don't cut it. If anything, add 10,000 or
20,000, we can use it. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Labbe. Patti Eason.

MS. EASON: Good evening Council Members, and my fellow members of the
community. I'm Patti Eason and I've been a community member for over 30
years. At this time, | would like to speak on behalf of the senior citizen center
because I'm personally affected by it. My father who is 96 goes to the senior
citizen center everyday and it's a wonder, it’s a win-win situation. He gets away
from me and vice versa. But it really is wonderful, and | am a senior citizen also
but | don’t go as often because | don’t want to go if my dad’s there. Anyway, the
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whole environment of Hale Hulu Mamo is loving, caring and just wonderful. The
people who go there are happy, they get so many services. They get their hair
cut, they get massage, they get exercises, they get so many things that are not
available to my, it wasn’t available to my father in California. And so | would like
to say that it is something very, very helpful, very useful and it's something that
all of us will be able to, you know, take advantage of, especially those of us who
are over 65. So please, if you find it in your heart, continue to fund the program,
continue to fund the MEO transportation program, continue to fund all of the
things that help our youth. And like Mr. Kahula was saying, they worked really
hard to get it to where it is now because where it is now used to be my fourth
grade class. So, | know what a difference it is today. And again, thank you for
coming to Hana, enjoy your ride back or if you’re going to stay, enjoy your stay in
this heavenly place. And | thank you for all of us, mahalo.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Patti. Bill Bates.

MR. BATES: Good evening, Bill Bates, Maui Economic Opportunity Committee
Programs Director. Tonight I'd like to speak on senior issues. I'm also a
member of the Maui long-term care strategic planning initiative core leadership
committee, along with the Hendersons. I've worked with them for the last two
years. You can't find a more dedicated family working for Hana seniors than the
Hendersons. They come to meetings in Wailuku and they got the keikis in the
van and they do their business and then they hele on back to Hana, really
committed. And if you can give ‘em more money, | really appreciate it. | have a
dream and to help the people of Hana. And my dream is | oversee the program
called chore service and that is to help the elderly and persons with disabilities
with the care in their home, it's in-home care. The County does not fund this
program, but I'm looking at Members that know people that are in the
Legislature. So | ask you not for money, but | ask you to talk to your fellow
colleagues in the State Legislature, in the House, in the Senate and mention
chore services needed in Hana. | would love to start with a halftime person that
could do 10 to 12 peoples homes in Hana here so that they can be taken care of.
Thank you very much for hearing me out.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you, Bil. We did pretty good tonight, people. So
we're gonna take a very short five minute recess, stretch your legs, talk to
Members. Members, we will be back in five minutes, at 7:25 p.m. .. .(gavel). ..
RECESS: 7:20 p.m.

RECONVENE: 7:29 p.m.

CHAIR HOKAMA: .. .(gavel)... Thank you, Hana. We shall bring this meeting back
to order. Thank you very much and for the short recess, and | hope you enjoyed
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being able to chat with some of the Members. Let me now ask Tiana Henderson
if you would come up, please.

MS. HENDERSON: Aloha, Chairman, Council Members, and Administration. My name
is Tiana Henderson. I'd just like to speak on behalf of the organizations that I've
been directly affiliated with, that would happen to be the youth center,
Ma Ka hana ka ike, and the MEO, first and foremost because that's when | was
in, when | was a youth. These are wonderful programs that keep the kids out of
trouble, keeps them busy with doing other things and keeps them very
productive in what they need to be doing. The next one would be Ohana
Makamae, which Mr. Henderson runs. . .well, Mr. Henderson, sir. And | have the
first opportunity, a guinea pig of many of the programs that they offer and | know
that it's a wonderful thing for families, it brings families closer together. Totally
the name, it just totally fits Ohana Makamae, precious families. Next I'd like to
talk about Hale Hulu Mamo. For our seniors, it's a beautiful thing for them to be
able to go and have a good time for their last precious years that they was to be
with us. | know that if offers many wonderful things. I've had the wonderful
opportunity to volunteer basically daily for these wonderful, beautiful kupunas
and I'm so grateful to live here in Hana, very closeknit, family-based community
and | actually left in the year 2000, I've been away at school and things have
only gotten better since I've left. As you see all these people here, this is my
community, this is my family and | ask you to please take care of them. I'm
gonna be leaving in a week and a half and | hope that when | come back it'll be
even better. Therefore, | urge you to please continue to support and fund these
wonderful organizations. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Tiana, and I'm sure Mr. Henderson thanks you too.
Joseph Henderson.

MR. HENDERSON: Aloha.
ALL: Aloha.

MR. HENDERSON: My name is Joseph Henderson and | urge you to continue your
support for our nonprofit organizations. | use the youth center everyday, | utilize
MEO, and | work for Hana Building and Trades. All these programs have helped
me better my life in so many different ways and these programs help me focus
on the important things in life and also keep me out of trouble. And so please
continue your support. Mahalo.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Joseph. Next we have Hatota Tehiva.
MR. TEHIVA: Aloha. My name is Hatota Tehiva. I'm here to represent MEO and |

work for the youth bank. And I'm the only person here in Hana for the youth
bank and for the transportation, it's only one person. So there are two of us
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working and represent MEO here in Hana and it's hard for us to get sick because
there’s only two people, and we try our best to support our community. So with
your support please continue, do the, continue the good work that you guys are
going, are doing for us, for our community. Our organizations in Hana, we
collaborate with the youth center, with Hale Hulu Mamo, the, even some other
organizations like Alu Like and we stand in school everyday. And what we
do. . .preventions like drugs and all that kind stuff. It's not only cultural things,
job, coach or things that we do like that. No, we doing deeper and deeper to
help our keikis in Hana and sometimes we volunteer our work here in Hana and
because of you that we still continue doing that work to support our community.
And we give thanks to you, all of you for your good work. | don’t know you guys
personally, but you guys are (spoken in Hawaiian). They support you guys and
you guys are supporting us and we give thanks to you guys for that. Just
recently, like last night, we have a drug program last night and the community
was there at the youth center and there was so amazed the things that
happening in our community and with all of the collaborations of the other
organizations here and just helping each other to prevent those kind stuff
happening in our community. And again, you hear and you heard the voices
tonight, all the cries from our people. Please, continue and support. And also
our youth here in Hana we do building programs. MEOQ is part of that, the school
and some other organizations, and our youth in school they're building their old
school, their classrooms to extend their classes because more students coming
up and sometimes our seats is so narrow because of the fund that we have and
we cannot take them, more students, and they like to be part of our program, but
because of our fund is not enough and we had to tell them wait for a little while
more until we have funds and then some more new keikis coming in. And for
that we have, our program is participating, we’ll be participating in youth day,
that’s for help our keikis to help in the community for house--how you say that
word?--house, affordable housing for the people, and our keikis is donating your
time to go there and help for this kind program. So again, continue and support
our program. Mahalo.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Tehiva. Lea Kalalau.

MS. KALALAU: Good evening, my name is Lea Kalalau and I'm a Project Director at
the Hana Youth Center. | had a really good speech about five minutes ago in my
seat and now | just got so nervous, so | apologize in advance. I'd like to thank
you for your funding towards the Hana Youth Center. We are so grateful, like
the Director had said. We had gone through a renovation which was a big
accomplishment. Thank you for your funding towards Ma Ka hana ka ike, the
carpentry program. They assisted us with the renovation, where our renovation
was done all by the youth, kids ninth grade through twelfth grade. And it was
amazing to see them work hands on and that learning skills that they learned.
So thank you for that. Working at the youth center, one of the questions we hear
a lot is what do you do, what do you do? And the list goes on, we do this, we do
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this. But I've learned through the years being at the youth center for three years
I've learned that the major question is who, who do we serve and I’'m blessed to
serve the youth. We are very fortunate to be operated through County funding,
allowing a place where the youth can come up, do study hall, hang out, just a
place that they can call their own away from home. The question who, who are
the key players? I've seen this year organizations in Hana come together and
really act like a ohana. Thank you for your funding towards Hale Hulu Mamo for
the kupuna. We, the youth, are fortunate to have the kupuna right next door and
that plays a vital role in their lives, that knowledge from the kupuna and for the
Director, that Malia Henderson, and her assistant Sheila, you know, cherishing
that wisdom there. We are so blessed to have that there. Ohana Makamae
also, thank you for your funding towards them. Teaching the parents how to
raise their kids, giving them better parenting skills, that's very important in Hana,
and we see that through the youths. Through the kids that come to the youth
center we see that improvement in their lives. Thank you for MEO Youth Bank, a
lot of our youth attend MEO Youth Bank. We did have a speaker in last night.
There was a lot of the community that came out. We are fortunate to have them,
being collaborated with them through many activities, Alu Like. MEO
transportation, they help us transport kids from school to the youth center and
we're very fortunate for that. | don’t want to leave anybody out. Thank you for
Hana Arts, we collaborate with them. They're located right in the back of us and
we do arts and crafts for the kids. But for many, you know, funding towards
Hana, even though it's just to a certain entity, we are working together and not
having different activities that kind of all do the same thing, but learning to use
the money wisely. And as |, my Director said, | grew up with the mentality of
always do the best with what you have, you know, always make the best of what
you got. And | believe that Hana is doing that and I'd like to thank you for
support. Thank you for your funding. Thank you for coming here and listening to
all the different organizations, the community and may God bless you guys.
Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Sara Cowgill.

MS. COWGILL: I'm Sara Cowgill, and | came here to testify for the MEO course called
“Core Four”. It's a business class that | took and before | finished the class, |
started by own business and working. And | didn’t realize that this was a call for
money when | came here. I'm missing my basketball game right now. But |
started thinking like when | heard everybody else in this community talking about
different programs and | thought, oh, this program for me is like so small
compared to what else is going on here especially the youth and. . .but then
again | thought, well, | can become a philanthropist because somebody took it
upon themselves to put together a program to show me how to use my
intelligence and my hard work to make a business where | can make a
contribution to this community, and that's something that | really wanna point out.
This is a community. None of these programs that are working are in
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competition with each other, they're all working together. And all these people
know each other and love each other. And it's not a common thing, it's a rare
and beautiful and precious thing. And | know you guys aren’t earning this money
and then giving it away, it's like this is the people’s money and you're helping
direct it. And if there’s a place to direct it, it's here. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Sara. Larry Shamblin, Sr.

MR. SHAMBLIN: Aloha, my name is Larry Shamblin, Sr.,. | want to speak on behalf of
Ohana Makamae. Ohana Makamae in my opinion is all about family. And on
the recovery part, and I'm just in recovery myself, they opened the doors for me.
They give me a place where | can have a meeting on Friday nights. And | asked
around at the County buildings, at the school, the church, it was all filled up. The
church hall we had other meetings, they opened the doors. It is a very big
success on Friday nights. Hana is no different from Wailuku to Waikiki. We do
have a substance abuse problem here, but | wanted to tell you something. It is
getting better, it's getting less. There’s more people coming into the rooms who
are involved with Ohana Makamae. Families putting families back to families,
sitting down having dinner together, going camping together instead of kids going
this way, adults going that way. We are a program that we're putting together
where we’re gonna have campouts. We're gonna start a group, give each family
a chance to get the feeling what is family, what is values all about, and that’s all

-through Ohana Makamae. Ray guys are doing a terrific job and there’'s not
enough time for me to stand up here and tell you how grateful | am since I've
been back in recovery. They helped me out a iot and it's changed my hope,
whole turnaround. Because | feel the more money that you can give them, the
more people they can reach out for ‘cause that's what they're all about, family
helping out, getting people back in together. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Shannon Konohia.

MS. KONOHIA: Aloha, Council Members. I'm Shannon Konohia and I'm a grateful
recovering woman in Hana. And there’s not so much words that | can express to
you how grateful | am to Ohana Makamae’s program. It has given me a second
chance to get my family back together, you know, supporting me in my recovery
and | have six boys and one girl, so | have seven kids in my family. And Ohana
Makamae has opened their doors for me and my family to get them back
together again. My husband went away on a treatment center and so the
support | get from Ohana Makamae is just truly awesome, you know. And I'd
just like to say and, you know, keep supporting that because Ohana Makamae’s
tables, a lot of families have sat down on that table and they all got clean and
sober on Ohana Makamae’s table. | mean there’s so much people that went
through that program and it’s just getting bigger and it's getting better. And | just
want to be there, you know, for the next family member of mine when they're
ready to get clean and sober. [ want to be there at Ohana Makamae’s table to
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greet them and | want to be there to support them, you know, because the
support in Hana is getting bigger and it's getting better and with the grace of
God, you know, Ohana Makamae has been there for me and my family. And |
just wish you folks could just keep supporting them because, you know, God has
sent us angels and Ray and Malia are just angels to me and my family, you
know, and that’s all I'd like to say. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Shannon. Kepa Lind.

MR. LIND: Aloha. | am also a grateful recovering addict, too. My name is Kepa Lind,
and I'm here for, on behalf of Ohana Makamae, and | was the one who went
away on a treatment. | went to Hoomau Ke Ola but it’s truly by having treatment
centers in Hana, like Ohana Makamae, that brings family back together again.
And because. . .| went to treatment because | had one drug problem and | was,
and my drug problem was ice. And the ice epidemic right now, | heard they just
had a meeting last night about it and. . .yeah, it's really bad in Hana. So and I'm
all out for drug treatments and Ohana Makamae just being there for me and my
family and working with us through CPS and everything, getting back my kids
and, you know, just supporting my family is truly a blessing today. I'd just like to
thank, you know, each and every one of you guys and keep funding Ohana
Makamae and the kupunas, too, you know, and all these other programs that,
you know, helping the youths in Hana. It's a big, you know, it's a big thing for
Hana ‘cause it's a growing community and the drug problem in Hana is still yet
continuing, but the rooms of recovery is getting bigger and, you know, that’s. . .|
had this dream of a bigger Ohana Makamae and | was being a drug counselor,
you know, in some way. Thank you for letting me share.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Kepa. Linda Meyer.

MS. MEYER: Good evening, I'm Linda Meyer. Thank you for being here and listening
to us. Two organizations that | would like to speak about. One is in Hana Arts,
which I've been involved with over the last five years and we've been able to stay
on a zero budget. . .(CHANGE TAPE). . .which we came out of the ball park with
one on the grounds of the hotel was one, and it's, I've been able to take 25 to 30
kids and have them come to me and not, some of them difficulty reading, but
they were able to come through and, you know, remember lines and lines and
lines of Greek theatre. And so It's been really wonderful to have kids and work
with them and the discipline that they learn and the quietness that they learn
from doing theatre. And we all know Hana has a drug problem, we know there’s
a lot of trouble with drugs. And | just want to ask you to support Hana Arts in
anyway that you can to continue to allow me and everyone who works with Hana
Arts to bring these programs, theatre programs, puppet programs, mask
programs, art programs, music, dance and let the kids, have the kids have
something like that to come to as well. So on their behalf | would very humbly
ask you to support the arts in Hana.
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The second organization is Hale Hulu Mamo. And | had a 97-year old family
member who they took care of in his last years. And to his last days, they were
completely loving and everyday came to pick him up and brought him back home
and it was just, you know, the quality of life that he was able to receive because
of them. It was wonderful, my husband and | had to work full time and we
weren’t able to take care of him as much during the day that they did. And now
I’'m having to again work full time myself so | can support my passion for theatre.
So whatever we can do to keep the two organizations going, | will thank you for
any support. Thank you.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Moses Bergau.
7. Bergau.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Bergau.

MR. BERGAU: Aloha, Council Members, my name is Moses Bergau. I'm here in
support of all the nonprofit groups that's towards the kids. Especially Ohana
Makamae, theyre the ones that supporting the unfortunate kids, the youths
that's gone astray, ‘cause | had the opportunity of going through a treatment
center and the results of going through it for six months is very rewarding. |
know the epidemic is bad in drinking and drugs in Hana, and what Ohana
Makamae has to offer is hope at least for these young kids. And what they have,
the, all their activities and their programs are geared mostly to families and that's
where they all starts, that's where this epidemic can be curbed. And | really
appreciate what they had done for Hana community and what you have done to
support them. And | really would be more grateful if you support them to get a
better facility. Because as Hana is growing and the youth are. . .you know, our
son come back for, still looking for something and Ohana Makamae has that, but
they need bigger facilities and | guess better funding to be able to accommodate
all these unfortunate kids. Mahalo.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Moses. Is there anyone else who would like to give

testimony? That's the completion of all of you that signed up. Is there anyone
else that would like to give testimony tonight?

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .
CHAIR HOKAMA: If not, Mr. Carroll, any alohas you want to give?
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: First of all, thank you for everyone coming out. We
had over 50 people over here tonight. And I’'m proud of everyone of you that

came whether you gave testimony or not to show the support for all the
programs that we have over here that the County funds. And | have an
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announcement that has nothing to do with the County, but | had an E-mail that,
from Senator Roz Baker, thanking Senators English and Tsutsui. They got
through Senator Taniguchi's Finance Committee in the Senate the $1 million for
the Hana boat ramp and wharf improvements and that has passed through the
Senate. However, it does still have to go to conferencing and if anyone here can
send letters of support, and address it to the WAM Chair, Senator Taniguchi, get
the letters to Keala.

? (from the audience): What's the Bill number?

COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: | don’t have the bill number right here.
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: We'll make sure Keala has it.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Keala has it.

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: No, we’ll make sure she has it.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: And--

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: We'll make sure that Keala has it.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Yeah, we’ll make sure that she has it.
MS. BRAY-CRAWFORD (from the audience): House Bill 1800.

COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Oh, okay. ..1800. And if you can’t get it to him, get it
to her, we'll make sure that it's delivered and it gets there. But Senator English
and Tsutsui, who is also supporting us over here, even though it's not their
district, they need our support if we're going to get this $1 million. So please if
you can and again, thank you all and I'll turn the time back over to Mr. Hokama.

CHAIR HOKAMA: Hana, we thank you for being here. We have been to Molokai, we
have been to Kula, we've been to West Maui, we've been to Lanai, we've been
to Paia. Tonight we are here, tomorrow we will be in South Maui and then on
Monday, we have a very big public hearing in Wailuku. So if you have additional
comments, you still have opportunities to send testimony in to our Budget
Committee regarding exactly what you said tonight or if there’s other programs
you wish us to consider, please share your manao with us and we thank you. |
end with what | tell all the districts. We are listening very carefully and sincerely
to what all of you tell us. It is very important to ask and | wish we had all the
money to say yes to every single request. I'm gonna be very honest with you, we
don't, but | can tell you that every single person here tonight is very sincere in
doing their very best to do what is right for all of you. So we thank you, Hana, for
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being here. Mahalo very much, god bless you and good night. Meeting
adjourned. .. .(gavel). ..

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: WN)
ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

ADJOURN: 8:00 p.m.

APPROVED:

G. RIKI HOKAMA, Chair
Budget and Finance Committee

bf:min:040331-2:sjr Transcribed by: Sandra J. Roman
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